As such, its topics will include all traditional FDA topics on fractional order systems and models, both in theoretical and application aspects. Now their list is extended to yet wider range, due to the growing research and development on fractional calculus in the areas of mathematics, physics and engineering, both from university and industry, that motivates this international event to gather, unify and enlarge the FDA community. Conference details, and further updates: Please visit the website and follow its updates.
most Poles saw the war as an opportunity for the country to regain its independence. As the Red Army advanced from the east, the Mikusiński family fled in 1917 to Austria and lived for a year in Vienna. In March 1918 the Soviet government relinquished control of their part of Poland. This, of course, did not by itself unite Poland since World War I was still in progress. After the war ended with the surrender of the Central Powers, Poland proclaimed itself independent on 11 November 1918. The Mikusiński family returned to Poland and lived for a while in Rogozno, about 40 km north of Poznan, before settling in Poznan. In 1918 the family began again to use the name Geniusz but retained Mikusiński. Jan's school education was in Poznan. He entered the Ignacy Jan Paderewski Humanistic Gymnasium in 1923 and studied there for five years. However, he showed a special aptitude for mathematics so his parents decided that he would receive an education more suited for his interests at the Gotthilf Berger Gymnasium so he studied there between 1929 and 1932. Although Mikusiński excelled in mathematics, it was engineering that had always been his main interest. However, his health was very fragile and he felt that he would not be physically able to become an engineer so, after beginning his studies in 1932 at the University of Poznan, he concentrated on mathematics. His health did not allow him to continue even with mathematics and he took a break of about three years before his health recovered sufficiently to enable him to continue his studies. He graduated with a Master's Degree on 3 December 1937. He remained at the University of Poznan where he was appointed as an assistant. At the start of World War II in 1939, Russia and Germany had a pact, the socalled Ribbentrop-Molotov pact, to divide Poland between them. The twopronged attack -the Germans from the west and the Russians from the east -quickly defeated the Polish army. The University of Poznan was closed down by the occupying German forces in October 1939 and many of the faculty were arrested -Mikusiński fled to Kraków. He spent the war years, partly in Kraków and partly in Zakopane, see [16] :
He On 20 November 1948 the Polish government set up the State Mathematical Institute. Just before the outbreak of World War II, Poland had been planning two research institutes, one for pure mathematics and one for applied mathematics. However, this plan was put on hold when war broke out and, during the six years of war, the educational system severely damaged. The Institute, opened in 1948, was based on the earlier planned two Institutes, but they were merged into a single mathematics institute, divided into sections which correspond to the particular areas of mathematics. Mikusiński worked at the State Mathematical Institute from its foundation. He submitted a collection of his papers under the title "A new approach to the operational calculus", for a degree similar to the present D.Sc. and he was awarded the degree on 10 December 1955. He was promoted to full professor on 4 February 1958. Jan Mikusiński married Urszula and their son Piotr Jan Mikusiński was born in 1956. Piotr Mikusiński became a mathematician with interests similar to those of his father. He was awarded a doctorate from the Institute of Mathematics of the Polish Academy of Sciences in 1983 for his thesis "Convergence of Boehmians". He is currently professor of mathematics at the University of Central Florida, Orlando, United States.
Let us look now at some of the contributions which Mikusiński submitted for his D.Sc. In [7] , Rudolf Hilfer, Yury Luchko and Zivorad Tomovski write:
In the 1950's, Jan Mikusiński proposed a new approach to develop an operational calculus for the operator of differentiation (see J Mikusiński, "Operational Calculus" (Pergamon Press, New York, 1959) 
In spite of bad conditions of his health, he was a very active researcher and worked to the last days of his life.
Jan Mikusiński died on 27 July 1987 and was buried on the cemetery in Katowice. When Studia Mathematica published Mikusiński's 1944 paper "Hypernumbers" in 1983 it was to celebrate both the 40th anniversary of the original publication and Mikusiński's 70th birthday. We end this biography with the final words from the 1983 Preface:
We would like to thank [Professor Jan Mikusiński] In the Spring of 1983, I was finishing up my doctoral thesis at the University of California at Santa Barbara, when my advisor, T.K. Boehme, said that the next fall Jan Mikusiński was going to visit the university. Professor Mikusiński was known for his originality and simplicity of approach. I knew from his papers that he was a talented, insightful, and creative mathematician. I thought this would be an excellent opportunity for me, and so, I asked my advisor if it would be possible to receive funding for the next year so that I could take part in the activities. It was arranged so that I could stay another year.
It was a wonderful year -Professor Mikusiński and his wife Urszula, their son Piotr and his wife Grazyna and their son Greg, plus Professor Antosik all came to Santa Barbara. There were colloquia, including ones given by Professor Mikusiński. I can still recall attending a colloquium given by Professor Mikusiński -watching and listening and thinking with what ease the lecture was being delivered. In addition to colloquia, informal gatherings were hosted by Professor Boehme and his wife Gail at their home. In December 1983, a conference on generalized functions and convergence structures in honor of Professor Mikusiński's visit was held in Santa Barbara. Professor Mikusiński and his wife returned to Poland shortly thereafter.
That year was the most enjoyable and educational period of my mathematical life. I am extremely grateful for having had that opportunity. I left Santa Barbara in the summer of 1984. I didn't get the opportunity to see Professor Mikusiński again as he passed away a few years later. No 1 (1988) , ii-xi. Mikusiński's interests in mathematics and its applications ranged widely and contained real and complex analysis, differential and functional equations, generalized functions, functional analysis, the theory of measure and integration, algebra, geometry, number theory, mechanics, electrotechnics, acoustics, optics, photography, chromatography, and music. However Jan Mikusiński is generally recognized as the creator of the algebraic approach in operational calculus, along with other theories as: the elementary theory of distributions, the uniform approach to the Lebesgue and Bochner integrals. The theory of his Operational Calculus presents a direct justification of the Heaviside Calculus as opposed to the various well known indirect methods using integral transforms. Based on the interpretation of the Laplace convolution as a multiplication in the ring of the continuous functions on the real half-axis, Mikusiński's calculus provides an algorithmic approach for solving of initial-value problems for (ordinary and partial) differential, integral and integro-differential equations, related to the classical operator of differentiation D = d/dx and has provoked wide interest among many authors from Poland and all over the world. 
